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OMAN, o malm', a sultanate in the south-
eastern part of Arabia, partly on the Persian
Gulf and partly on the Indian Ocean. Its
area is estimated at 82,000 square miles, and
its population at 500,000. The chief features
of the country are the stretches of barren
sand and rock; the mountains near the coast,
which rise in places to 10,000 feet, and the
fertile valleys and plains, which yield an
abundance of sugar, coffee, rice, cotton and
fruits. Dates constitute the chief product and
the largest export. The country is the richest
part of the peninsula, both in agricultural
products and hi mineral resources. The in-
habitants are mostly Arabs, but there is a
considerable admixture of Hindus, Persians
and negroes. See muscat.
OMAR KHAYYAM, Uyahnf, a Persian
poet, astronomer and philosopher, born at
Nishapur, in the latter half of the eleventh
century. He wrote various scientific works
which were of high value in their day, but he
is now remembered chiefly for his Rubaiyat,
a collection of epigrams in verse, in praise
of wine, love and pleasure. The book, as
freely translated into English verse by Ed-
ward Fitzgerald, is exquisite poetry but not
in line with the best modern ethics.
O'MENS, signs supposed to portend fu-
ture events. Belief in omens was a part of
ancient religion, and rules were made ac-
cording to which priests interpreted them.
Among the ancient Romans the taking of
omens was a public institution of great im-
portance. To-day belief in omens is not un-
common among the more thoughtless people.
See augurs.
OMNIBUS BILL, the name given fre-
quently to single legislative acts which in-
clude many slightly related or wholly unre-
lated measures. In American history it is
applied to the compromise measures of 1850,
which, though embodied in several bills, were
passed in accordance with a single plan. See
compromise op 1850.
OMSK, ohmsk, siberia, the capital of the
government of Akmolinsk, once the head-
quarters of the anti-Bolshevik government of
Western Siberia, but now a local seat of
Soviet authority. Omsk is situated on the
Trans-Siberian Railway, 1,624 miles east of
Moscow and 280 miles southeast of Tobolsk.
It lies on a barren plain just above the point
where the Om and the Irtisch rivers unite.
Under the empire the city was one of the
strongest military stations in Western Si-
 beria, and in its military schools thousands
of Cossacks received their training. The place
is a distributing center for a large district.
, Population, 1930, 180,000.
ONEGA, o nye'ga, a river in the northern
part of Russia. It rises in Lake Latcha,
flows in a northerly course for about 250
miles and enters the Gulf of Onega. It is
navigable for steamers for about eighty miles.
ONEGA, lake, a lake in Russia, near the
center of the government of Olonefcz, after
Lake Ladoga the largest lake in Europe,
covering an area of about 3,670 square miles.
It is fed by numerous creeks, and is dotted
with islands. Fish are plentiful The lake
discharges through the Svir River into Lake
Ladoga.
ONEIDA, o ni'dah, an Iroquoian tribe who
lived originally in New York along the shores
of Oneida Lake. They belonged to the con-
federacy known as the Five (later Six) Na-
tions (see five nations) . During the Revo-
lution they sided with the Americans, but the
other Iroquoians aided the British, and tinder
the leadership of Joseph Brant attacked the
Oneidas. After the war a part of the tribe
emigrated to the Thames River district, On*
tario, where their descendants number about
800. There are about 3,000 Oneidas in Cana-
ada and the United States. Most of those k
the latter country are in Wisconsin.
ONEIDA COMMUNITY, an organization
founded by John Humphrey Koyes in the
middle of the last century. At first the soci-
ety was a communistic settlement. The mem-
bers lived as one large family, sharing equally
the labors and benefits of the Community, and
the support and education of children were
made the concern of the whole organization.
The ideas of marriage were radical. The
communists opposed a legal bond and per-
manent mating, and believed in what they
called "Complex marriage." Their nnusual
views made them objectionable to the sur-
rounding communities, and they migrated
from Putney Yt., to Oneida, K Y. Then one
of the members invented a steel game trap,
and the proceeds from this invention brought
prosperity to the organization. In 1879 the
system of complex marriages was abandoned,
and two years later the community was re-
organized and a joint stock company, which
to-day pays good dividends to the stock-
holders, was formed. The company has fac-
tories at Niagara Falls, Ont., and at Ken«
wood, Saerrill and Niagara Falls, N. Y.

